Information for Professional Societies and DH CEO Bulletin
An ECDC (European Centre for Disease Control) wide voluntary Point Prevalence Survey on Healthcare Associated Infections (HAI) and Antimicrobial use in Acute Hospitals will take place in 2011/2012*. The Health Protection Agency will be coordinating England’s participation for Autumn 2011. 

At a hospital level the data generated could be utilised to demonstrate compliance with Criterion 9 of   Health & Social Care Act 2008 and completion of High Impact Interventions relating to C difficile, antimicrobial prescribing, prevalence of urinary catheters and prevalence of catheter-associated urinary tract infections.
In England this point prevalence survey will inform the following questions of acute hospitals/ Trusts:

1. What is the overall prevalence of healthcare associated infections (HAI) and of specific types of HAI? 
2. What is the overall prevalence of antimicrobial prescribing and types of antimicrobials prescribed? 
3. What is the overall prevalence of invasive devices and types of devices?
4. What are the priority areas for future targeted incidence surveillance of HAI? 
5. What are the priority areas for future interventions to prevent and control HAI? 
6. What are the priority areas for future antimicrobial stewardship interventions? 
The HPA has sent a letter to all acute Trusts DIPCs inviting Trust participation. They will provide training at regional sites to two nominated surveillance officers from each Trust. The HPA aim to provide a timely report to Trusts (with excel tables and powerpoint slides) within 4 weeks of submission of data. 

Further information and protocols will shortly be available at http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/HCAI/ or by emailing ppsengland@hpa.org.uk. 
*This will be England’s fourth prevalence survey on HAI and first national survey on antimicrobial consumption and quality indicators. This survey will also include a prevalence survey on devices. The last English survey was performed in 2006 and the prevalence of HAI was determined as 8.2%. The most frequent infections detected in that survey were gastrointestinal (22%, 99% C difficile), urinary tract, surgical site, respiratory tract and skin and soft tissue. However, the decreased incidence of MRSA bacteraemia and C difficile infection may affect the prevalence of infections currently in circulation. 
