Minutes of Annual General Meeting of British Infection Society/Association of Medical Microbiologists held at SOAS on 15 May 2010 
1) Attendance

The meeting was attended by 95 members of BIS/AMM

2) President’s report
Jane Stockley introduced herself as the new President and noted that she viewed it as a privilege to help to lead this collaboration of infection specialists in working to improve all aspects of infection prevention and management. She reminded the meeting of the make-up of the new Council and particularly emphasised the benefits in having a number of Council members who had served Councils of the legacy societies which allowed for a great deal of continuity. There remained a vacancy for an Associate (non-medical) secretary and anyone with an interest in this post should contact her.

There had already been three Council meetings and a considerable amount of work has been undertaken to date. A merged website was up and running and it was hoped that members would see this continuing to improve and provide useful information, including details of current consultations. It was envisaged that there would be a monthly email from the president drawing the membership’s attention to all current activities and opportunities for responding to consultations as well as a quarterly newsletter with contributions from Council members and others.
It was intended to have a link from the website to a database of the membership including member’s interests and willingness to respond to requests from the media. To this end we will shortly be sending a questionnaire to all members and she encouraged everyone to respond to this.

It was vital that BIS/AMM had the widest possible representation and Council members were now setting up a number of sub-groups which members were encouraged to join. In addition we require representation on a number of external bodies such as the respective Colleges particularly in regard to training and we will shortly be publishing a list of members who represent us on these external groups.

There had been a number of queries regarding awards and grants from BIS/AMM for this year. This has proved difficult because of our financial risks in underwriting FIS 2010 and also the problems of the current financial climate, however it has been agreed that we will support two research and four travel grants during 2010 and further information on these will be available on the website in due course.

There was a great deal of activity around manpower and training, particularly in relation to planned changes to the curricula and it was intended that we hold an internal workshop in the near future to clarify our own position and prepare ourselves to respond to consultations and draft curricula as they arise.

Until now the society had been operating under the name BIS/AMM and this had provided a number of advantages, particularly in allowing the work of the legacy organisations to continue and to allow external organisations to become familiar with our new merged organisation. However it was now felt that the time was now right to launch a new name, together with a three year strategy for the new organisation. We had taken a number of soundings about a possible name, wishing to move to something which gave a holistic view of our comprehensive commitment to infection in the widest sense. The favoured name was “British Infection Association” and Dr Stockley asked the membership for a show of hands to indicate support for this and widespread support was shown. Dr Stockley also noted that a meeting with BSAC and HIS was planned for June to discuss closer collaboration and joint working.
There were a number of plans for important projects including leading on the development of new guidelines for the management of norovirus outbreaks in the healthcare setting and the production of a societal viewpoint on the management of Lyme disease.

3) Honorary Treasurer’s Report
Professor Leanord spoke to the report which had already been tabled. He noted that income exceeded expenditure, leaving a small surplus before investment loss; however our investments still remained healthy. He explained that the plan for next year was for the basic membership fee to include electronic access to the Journal of Infection only, with an additional fee to receive hard copy versions of the Journal.
An important financial consideration for this year was our underwriting of FIS 2010. The current feeling is that we are likely to break even on the meeting, but additional attendees would allow us to have a surplus so he highlighted the importance of members attending the meeting and ensuring that trainees were able to do so.

4) Any other business
No items were raised

5) Date of next meeting

The AGM for 2011 would be held in conjunction with the Spring meeting
