Minutes of Annual General Meeting of British Infection Association held at SOAS on 20 May 2011 
1) Attendance

The meeting was attended by 86 members of BIA
2) President’s report
Jane Stockley reported on a very successful first year for the British Infection Association. Four Council meetings had been held during 2010 and we now have a regular programme of Council and sub-group meetings planned throughout the year.
A particular highlight of 2010 had been the FIS meeting hosted by BIA in Edinburgh in November, during which we had launched the new name and logo for the Association. At the same time we published a review of the year, and it was gratifying to see that we had achieved many of our objectives for the first year of the new organisation. 
Communications with the membership is a key to our success and we now have a clear programme for enhancing communications including a regular newsletter and bi-monthly updates from the President. We hope to completely re-vamp the website in the near future to make it a valuable resource. We are also delighted that Council has now endorsed a programme of research grants and travel awards for 2011 and further information about this will be available on the website in the near future.

We have had a very large number of external consultations and are very grateful to all members who have taken the time to respond to these as well as to Peter Cowling and the Clinical Services Committee who have worked so hard to co-ordinate the process. We continue to have strong links to many external organisations and we have around 80 BIA members representing the Association on these bodies.

The last year has also been an extremely productive one in terms of production of our own clinical guidelines. The Lyme borreliosis position paper is now available on the website and will shortly be published. Guidelines on norovirus will be available for the next winter season. The BIA/BHIVA collaborative guidelines for managing opportunistic infections in HIV are also now complete, with publication planned in HIV Medicine later in the year. We have a planned collaboration with the British Orthopaedic Association around bone and joint infections and are considering collaborative work on the “Candida syndrome” with BSMM.

The first BIA/MRC Research Fellowship has recently been awarded and Council has clarified that BIA will offer a major research award in years when we are not supporting this initiative and will provide top-ups of small grants and travel awards in years when we are supporting the Fellowship.

We continue to be heavily involved with contributing to all aspects of manpower and training in infection, and intend to further consult with members as more information on the future of training becomes available.

We are also committed to education and will be actively collaborating with partner societies on FIS 2011 and FIS 2012, as well as working closely with HIS and BSAC on a variety of educational initiatives.

The Journal of Infection continues to go from strength to strength under the editorship of Rob Read. Electronic access for all members should now be available. To make the merger of the two organisations run as smoothly as possible Council had had to make some quick decisions about subscription fees and journal access, however in future any further changes to any of these will be brought to the Annual General Meeting for approval.

We are now approaching the end of the second year of BIA and two of our Council trainee members will come to the end of their terms of office and we would encourage current trainees to consider taking up these posts. We also need to consider succession planning for other Council roles, particularly the President and Treasurer, which will also be coming up over the next year. Anyone interested in any of these are to be encouraged to speak to current Council members for further information.
3) Honorary Treasurer’s Report
Alistair Leanord presented the annual accounts which had been accepted by BIA Council at their meeting on 19 May 2011. He noted that the Association was in good health in terms of finances and that income remained slightly above expenditure.
The Association had taken out indemnity insurance for Trustees as this was felt to be worthwhile in view of the active role we are playing particularly in developing our own guidelines. The Association has also made a small profit from FIS 2010 which will be reflected in next year’s accounts.

4) Any other business
The question of whether BIA guidelines would be able to be accredited was raised. Peter Cowling responded that we are aiming to work to NHS Evidence standards and that the norovirus guidelines will be submitted for accreditation.
A question was raised regarding concerns about the future of GIM training for infection specialists and it was suggested that we strengthen links with the GIM SAC. Matthias Schmidt responded that Council were aware of these concerns and that while this was still subject to consultation, it was envisaged that the final curriculum would be fit for all these options.

5) Date of next meeting

The AGM for 2012 will be held in conjunction with the Spring Meeting
