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EUROPEAN ANTIBIOTIC AWARENESS DAY 2010: WHY DOESN’T PROMOTING ANTIBIOTIC AWARENESS ALWAYS WORK?
November 18th is the third annual European Antibiotic Awareness Day (EAAD), an opportunity to raise public and professional awareness about the threat of antibiotic resistance to public health, and the importance of prudent antibiotic use. Despite the wealth of evidence identifying the problems of inappropriate antibiotic prescribing, we continue to experience public and professional unwillingness to fully embrace the key messages of antibiotic stewardship. Several countries have reported success in reducing antimicrobial prescribing, but there is evidence that antibiotics are still commonly sought by the public, and prescribed by medical practitioners, for infection likely to be viral in origin. Such prescribing varies between countries, and between populations within individual states; there is clearly much more that could be done to reduce antibiotic use. The EAAD website (http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/eaad) has toolkit resources for both the public and healthcare professionals. These include fact sheets, supporting evidence, and educational material. By using these resources, it is hoped that consistent clear messages will be delivered across European member states, gaining public and professional confidence in the campaign. British Infection Association members are encouraged to take part in the initiative by organising local awareness raising events within the workplace and our local communities.

