Guidelines for the management of norovirus outbreaks in acute and community health and social care settings
The British Infection Association is pleased to announce the launch of the new guidelines for the management of norovirus outbreaks in acute and community health and social care settings.

The guidelines have been written by a Working Party which consisted of representatives of the following six organisations:

British Infection Association

Healthcare Infection Society

Infection Prevention Society

Health Protection Agency

NHS Confederation
National Concern for Healthcare Infections
All of these organisations were equal partners in the production of the guidelines which are the result of two sequential consultations, one with the councils (or similar) of the organisations and the second with the wider memberships. The second consultation was also extended to external stakeholder organisations.

The Working Party was very fortunate to have the full involvement of representatives of the Community Care sector to advise on the community aspects of the guidelines.

The web-based document is a pre-publication version of the guidelines and the following caveats should be observed:

1. The guidelines will be submitted for publication in paper journals and, if accepted, some amendments of an editorial nature may be required
2. A revised version will then be placed on the web site and will supersede this version 

3. The basic content, including the recommendations, will not change

4. The grading of the recommendations will be subjected to a quality assurance process and it is possible (although not likely) that the gradings may change before full publication. It should be appreciated that there is very little good quality evidence base for the management of norovirus outbreaks and any change in the grading of recommendations is unlikely to be significant.

5. The Working Party has agreed that the web version of the guidelines should be developed to include background functionality such as the evidence base, toolkits and examples of good practice. This work will commence in 2012.

6. NHS Evidence has given permission for the guidelines to be submitted as a standalone piece of work for accreditation of the production process. The submission is being prepared by the chairman of the Working Party
