British Infection Society & Association of Medical Microbiologists
Annual General Meeting – 14 May 2010

Presidents Report

In November 2009, the British Infection Society formally merged with the Association of Medical Microbiologists to from a new society of over 1400 members. We are now the major professional society representing infection specialists within the UK, and the merger serves to reinforce the collaborative spirit of clinicians, scientists and researchers working together to optimise the diagnosis and management of patients with infection. I feel very privileged to be the first President of our new organisation, and together with Council colleagues I hope we can create a pro-active society responsive to the needs of the membership, and supportive of trainees and researchers in the field of infection.
The newly elected BIS/AMM Council has been very active since the merger, with two full meetings in January and April, much email discussion and sub-group meetings. Healthy debate at Council has enabled us to establish communication channels for consultations, and how each of the major sub-committees might best function. Legacy work from both the AMM and BIS has continued, and many new streams of work have been initiated. Details of all sub-committees and working parties will be posted on the website as they develop.
BIS and the AMM are well regarded amongst peer professional bodies and external agencies, and as a consequence are asked to contribute to a large number of consultation exercises. As we establish a new website, these consultations will be made available to all members, together with our responses. A database of members’ expertise and interests will also be drawn up, enabling us to approach those willing to be involved in specific consultations, or legitimate professional and public requests for information.
Effective communication is vital for our new organisation. The first BIS/AMM newsletter was distributed electronically in March 2010, with contributions from Council members, Jon Friedland as BIS Past President, and Brian Duerden, Inspector of Microbiology and infection Control at the Department of Health. We hope to publish a quarterly newsletter, together with monthly updates to keep members informed of additions to the website, forthcoming meetings, and any other noteworthy infection-related matters. Obviously, keeping our membership database up-to-date with correct email addresses etc is of paramount importance. 
Collaboration with the Royal Colleges and other professional bodies is key to success of the organisation and furtherance of our aims and ambitions. Peter Moss, as Vice President, is leading on initiatives involving the RCP, whilst I represent BIS/AMM in our relationship with the RCPath. We have taken steps to try to ensure appropriate representation on all relevant College committees, especially those related to clinical services, manpower, training and the development of infection-related curricula.  I am most grateful to all those BIS/AMM members who represent the society on various committees and external agencies – the society is keen to support them, and to provide a feedback and consultation mechanism through which they can engage with the wider membership. Details of members who represent the society will be posted on the website, together with any information they wish to present.

The society exists to promote education and infection-related research. We are committed to providing educational material and offering travel and research grant funds. We have recently committed to a large BISAMM/MRC Research Fellowship, but we still hope to be offer several other smaller grants, once the monies from the merger are clear. Once determined, details will be available on the website. 

One of the main drivers for the BIS/AMM merger was to unify the voice and influence of infection specialists within one organisation. We are keen to progress this though close working with other infection-related professional groups and societies. Since our merger we have been in discussion with HIS and BSAC, with a joint meeting planned for June. There will be great strength in us forming a common strategic agenda, sharing information and reducing duplication of effort. Initiatives which would further our involvement with other agencies and societies will also be explored.

The new name of the society will be determined over the next month or so, after we have established how far our collaboration efforts might extend with other societies. Soundings from the membership of the AMM and BIS prior to the merger, and discussions within Council and with others since, point to us maintaining a name holistic to all infection specialists. Front contenders are the British Infection Association or the British Society for Infection.  A final decision will be made by Council. Keeping the dual merged name BISAMM has been advantageous to the society over the past 6 months – it has raised the profile of the merger with our members and the agencies we liaise with. 
Over the next few months, I hope to produce a three year strategic plan for the society which can act as a framework for us to tackle the many issues facing the infection community.  We are the organising society for FIS 2010 in Edinburgh, and I hope that this will give us the opportunity to really launch our newly named society and what it hopes to achieve.
I would like to thank all Council members for all their enthusiasm and hard work, our newsletter editor, Jenny Child, Rob Read and Elsevier for the increasingly successful Journal of Infection, and Hartley Taylor for their ongoing administrative support.

